
NEWSLETTER 
FRIDAY 22ND MAY 2026 

Dear Families, 

We’ve had a fantastic start to the week! On Monday, our Year 1 and 2 children achieved 
an incredible result, winning the Key Stage 1 Cross Country event by an impressive 15 
points. Mr Upton believes this may be the lowest team score recorded—an amazing 

achievement! A huge well done to all the children who took part. You showed great 
determination and resilience, and we are very proud of you all. Special congratulations 
go to our medal winners: Ernie, Raya, Luke, Izzy and Max. A special mention to Max, 
who even outpaced the Year 6 pacer—what an accomplishment! 

This week, we were also pleased to welcome the Mental Health and Support Team, who 
delivered a workshop for parents on supporting children with anxiety. We received 
very positive feedback, and we’re grateful to them for providing such a helpful and 
informative session. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

Have a fantastic half-term, 

Faye Herron and the Gresham Village School & Nursery Team 

 

School Packed Lunch Option 

 

Some of you may have noticed that we will be offering a school 
packed lunch option after half-term. We are hoping that this will 
prove popular as the weather gets nicer and children are enjoying 
eating outside. The options are: 

 Cheese or Tuna Mayo Sandwich 

 Cheese & Tomato Pizza Swirl 

 Carrot sticks 

 Orange or Apple Wedge 

 Shortbread biscuit/ Dessert of the day 



WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING IN... 
 

 

PUFFINS? 

 

 

 

STARLINGS? 

 In Puffin Class, we have been working very hard in the 
lead up to half term. In English, we finished our story 
Tidy and completed our final piece: a persuasive letter 
written to Pete. The children created plans to support 
their writing and explored a model text, acting as detec-
tives to identify punctuation and mastery keys such as 
using “and”, suffixes and the prefix un-. In Maths, we 
began our unit on Money. We explored coins and 
notes, identified pounds and pence, compared values, 
and developed our understanding that £1 is equal to 
100p. The children also practised counting money and 
selecting appropriate coins and notes to make different 
amounts. In Science, we continued our learning about 
Animal Survival by exploring microhabitats in the 
woods. The children investigated under logs and discov-
ered a range of living things, including worms, beetles 
and insect eggs. We also explored food chains, learning 
that plants are producers and that predators are found 
at the end of the chain. In History, we continued our 
topic Marvellous Monarchs, extending our knowledge 
of kings and queens by studying a range of monarchs in 
more depth, including Alfred the Great, William the 
Conqueror, Henry VIII and Elizabeth I. In P.E., the chil-
dren have continued developing their ball skills, team-
work and game skills with Mrs Dunnett. In PSHE, we 
focused on staying safe online, including keeping per-
sonal information private and knowing to speak to a 
trusted adult if something online feels upsetting or un-
safe.  

I can’t believe we are heading into the final 
half-term of the year! Starlings continue to 
work hard and challenge themselves every 
day.  

We had a fantastic time at cross-country on 
Monday and were delighted to come away 
with two first places and a third place from 
Starlings class. Every child tried their abso-
lute best and showed wonderful support 
and encouragement towards one another, 
which was heartwarming to see.  

The children have thoroughly enjoyed our 
writing unit this half-term, especially as 
they were able to draw upon their passion 
for looking after the environment to create 
some fantastic pieces of writing. We are 
very much looking forward to our final half-
term together after the break.  



 

SKYLARKS? 

 

GOLDFINCHES? 

This week we have been working on our in-
formation reports about rivers, consoli-
dating the use of conjunctions in sentenc-
es.   

In maths, the children have been working 
hard on learning to tell the time, AM and 
PM, converting between digital and ana-
logue and duration.  

In history, the children have learnt about 
Ancient Egyptian hierarchy and pharaohs.  

We have finished our science unit of group-
ing and classifying, which is the final sci-
ence of the year. We are looking forward to 
the second half of the summer term when 
we will be rehearsing our play with Puffins 
and Starlings.  

Dear Parents, 
 
What a fantastic end to the term! The chil-
dren had so much fun building their model 
Athens and we also finished our persuasive 
writing unit this week to encourage our 
school to avoid sending as much waste to 
the rubbish dump.  
 
On the first week back, PE will be on a Fri-
day but I will send a reminder once we’re 
back at school. There will be a big focus on 
the performance, Hoodwinked, when we 
return. Please can the children try to learn 
some of their lines over the break so we 
can jump straight in when we come back.  
 
Enjoy the sunshine! 

WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING IN... 
 



WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING IN... 
 

 

KESTRELS? 

The children in Kestrels have certainly 
earned a holiday! We are incredibly proud 
of the determination, resilience and effort 
they showed during SATs week, and the ma-
ture attitude they demonstrated through-
out. The children can now look forward to 
enjoying their final weeks at Gresham Vil-
lage School, and we have lots of exciting ac-
tivities and learning planned for this final 
half-term. This includes rehearsing and 
staging a production of Peter Pan alongside 
Goldfinches class, which we are all very 
much looking forward to. Details about this, 
along with our plans for leavers’ events and 
our end-of-year trip, will follow soon. You 
should also have received details of our up-
coming trip to Gresham’s for a STEAM com-
petition, which promises to be another ex-
citing opportunity for the children. 

In the week commencing 8th June, all children in Year 1 
will be taking the phonics screening check. Any children 

in Year 2 who did not pass last year, will also take the 
check. This will be administered by Miss Neylon who all 

of the children are familiar with through their Read 
Write Inc assessments. Please contact us if you have any 

queries. 

PHONICS SCREENING CHECK 




