
NEWSLETTER 
FRIDAY 16TH JANUARY 2026 

Dear Families, 

We have hit the ground running this term with lots of new and exciting changes. 

One of these is our new star system where children who show excellent learning 

behaviours such as perseverance or who have particularly challenged themselves 

have their name put into our weekly raffle where they can win a prize. One of our 

school values is ‘Aim High’ and we really want our pupils to feel motivated and 

inspired throughout the school day. Well done to everyone who has been entered 

into the raffle so far! Our behaviour and anti-bullying policy has also been updated 

and can be found on our website.  

We have also been encouraging everyone to take care of our school environment. 

Our new classroom monitors are taking responsibility for leading their class and 

the winners every Friday wins the ‘Golden Dustpan’ award! Although it is a bit silly, 

the children absolutely love the competition! 

Have a brilliant weekend, 

Faye Herron and the Gresham Village School & Nursery Team 

 

BEECHES HOUSE POINT REWARD DAY PHOTOS 

They had a great time with Miss Neylon this morning playing board games together! 



WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING IN... 
 

 

PUFFINS? 

 

 

 

STARLINGS? 

In Puffin Class, we have had a very busy start back 
after Christmas. In English, we have started our 
new book, Grandpa’s Gift. We have been focusing 
on identifying nouns and adjectives in our reading 
and writing. We have also been learning about the 
four different types of sentences. In Maths, we 
have begun our new unit on Geometry. We have 
been exploring both 2-D and 3-D shapes. The chil-
dren have been learning about the properties of 
shapes, including vertices, faces and sides. They 
have especially loved getting the 3-D shapes out 
and exploring them practically. In Science, we have 
started our new unit on Using Materials. We have 
been learning about wood, metal, plastic and glass. 
We even went on a materials hunt around the 
school, which the children really enjoyed. In PSHE, 
we have begun our Zones of Regulation lessons. 
We have explored the four zones—red, yellow, 
blue and green—and discussed how we might feel 
in each zone. In R.E., we have been loving our topic 
on Hanukkah, learning about Jewish traditions, the 
Torah, the story of Hanukkah and making our own 
Menorahs. In P.E., we have started our Gymnastics 
unit, the children have loved being taught by Mrs 
Dunnett, and a reminder that P.E. will now be on 
Wednesdays.  

Starlings have had a fantastic start to the term. We 
thoroughly enjoyed our two Science Days, where 
the children learned all about the human skeleton, 
including muscles, joints and bones. Daily story 
time continues to be a highlight of the day, and 
the children are very engaged by our current class 
book, Charlotte’s Web. They often ask us to keep 
reading when we have got to the end of the chap-
ter, particularly when we reach a cliff-hanger!  

 

Across all subjects, we are placing a strong focus 
on presenting work neatly and thoughtfully, and 
the children have really embraced this, challenging 
themselves in many ways. We have also just begun 
our new Geography unit, Rocks, Relics and Rum-
bles, where we are deepening our understanding 
of the Earth by exploring different rocks and fos-
sils. I am very much looking forward to seeing 
what next week brings.  



 

SKYLARKS? 

 

GOLDFINCHES? 

Skylarks class have had a good start back, having 
settled in well to their class and respective year 
groups. They are improving their behaviours for 
learning and standards of presentation so need to 
continue on this upwards trajectory. We focused 
on art on the first three days back, learning how 
atmospheric perspective affects landscapes. The 
children created lovely pencil sketches then went 
on to use watercolours for their final landscape. 
Our new geography unit is called 'Misty Mountain, 
Winding River.' We are learning about rivers, phys-
ical processes of erosion, transportation and depo-
sition, not forgetting the good old oxbow lake! In 
maths we have begun our second unit on multipli-
cation and division. Year 4s are doing their multi-
plication check in June, which will come round 
quite quickly, so please encourage them to prac-
tise at home on the White Rose 1 minute maths 
app, or on www.timestables.co.uk . Year 3s can 
practise too - they should focus on 2s, 4s, 8s, 3s, 
6s, 5s and 10s.  In English, we are writing a story 
based on 'Stone Age Boy.' We will be focusing on 
past tense, description, fronted adverbials and 
comparative adjectives. Our science unit is states 
of matter, where we are learning about solids, liq-
uids and gases.   

What a fantastic start to the Spring term. Once 
again, I am incredibly proud of Goldfinches class 
and their attitudes to learning. We have already 
completed our art unit on ‘Line, Light and Shade’, 
with some fantastic outcomes, and we are well 
into our ‘Sow, Grow, Farm’ Geography unit. We 
will be visiting Manor Farm in March so we can see 
what we have learnt being applied in real life. In 
English, we are going to be writing our own an-
cient Chinese myth, using inspiration from our 
class text ‘Kai and the Monkey King’. A 
big congratulations to our ‘Aim High’ award win-
ners this week and Goldfinches class also won the 
highly honourable Golden Dustpan and Brush! This 
is awarded to the tidiest classroom and Goldfinch-
es won by a landslide. Great job team. Keep up the 
good work.  

WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING IN... 
 

http://www.timestables.co.uk/


WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING IN... 
 

 

KESTRELS? 

Kestrels have made a strong and enthusiastic start to 

2026, returning to school with a positive and mature 

attitude — it has been a pleasure to see. Our learning 

has fitted perfectly with the freezing winter weather. In 

English, we have been writing about the incredible ex-

plorer Ernest Shackleton, focusing on his remarkable 

journey aboard the Endurance and the challenges he 

faced in Antarctica. In Geography, we have been explor-

ing the Polar Regions, using maps to locate them and 

learning about their climate and wildlife. Our Art work 

has been inspired by the Inuit people of Northern Cana-

da, particularly the artist Kenojuak Ashevak, and we 

have enjoyed creating our own printed designs using 

stencils. In Science, we have been learning about elec-

tricity, building and testing series and parallel circuits 

while solving problems and investigating different com-

ponents.  

Check out this amazing team work from our Forest School sessions this 

week! 

FOREST SCHOOL 




