
NEWSLETTER 
FRIDAY 30TH JANUARY 2026 

Dear Families, 

In assembly last week we were discussing ‘What are the pros and cons of having a 

mobile phone as a child?’ after the recent DfE guidance on phones in schools and the 

discussion around social media age restrictions. Many of the older children felt that 

a phone for safety reasons such as when travelling to and from school was a 

positive aspect as well as for entertainment! However, we had lots of children 

thoughtfully consider the detrimental impact social media can have on mental 

health and how important it was to stay safe online. We will continue to explore this 

in our assemblies this week.  

We are excited to show around the families from Corpusty School tomorrow when 

they visit. The pupils are keen to show them what a welcoming and lovely school we 

have here at Gresham Village. 

 

Have a brilliant week, 

Faye Herron and the Gresham Village School & Nursery Team 

 

CELEBRATION ASSEMBLIES 

Due to the Spring term being a very short one, Celebration Assemblies will take place in 
the last week before the Easter break. These will include all birthdays from January until 
March 27th. I have updated our dates for the term and attached these along with this 
newsletter but for clarity these will be: 

 

Puffins and Starlings: Tuesday 24th March @ 2.45pm 

Skylarks: Wednesday 25th March @3pm 

Goldfinches and Kestrels: Thursday 26th March @2.45pm 



WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING IN... 
 

 

PUFFINS? 

 

 

 

STARLINGS? 

In Puffins Class, we have been working very hard 
over the past two weeks. In English, we have con-
tinued with our new book, Grandpa’s Gift. We 
have explored using ‘and’ to connect two separate 
clauses and have been playing with using exclama-
tion marks in sentences. Wow! In Maths, we have 
been working on our unit Addition and Subtrac-
tion. We have focused on, adding to a 1s, sub-
tracting 1s, adding from a 10 and subtracting from 
a 10. In Science, we have continued our new 
unit Using Materials. We explored objects within 
the classroom, identifying the material they were 
made from, as well as properties those materials 
have. We looked at fancy words like transparent, 
flexible and fragile. In PSHE, we continued to ex-
plore our learning on the Zones of Regulation. We 
discussed what ‘triggers’ are and thought about 
our own triggers and how we can respect each oth-
er’s triggers. In Geography, we have started our 
new unit Coastlines. We have explored staying safe 
at the coast and even made our own posters to 
display in the classroom. We have also explored 
the RNLI and how they rescue people in danger. 
We have really enjoyed this unit so far! In P.E, we 
have continued gymnastics and have been im-
pressing Mrs Dunnett with our amazing gymnastics 
skills! 

Starlings have been as busy as ever in class over 
the past two weeks. We have come to the end 
of Charlotte’s Web, which the children thoroughly 
enjoyed. They should each have brought home 
their personal review of the book to share with 
you. Over the next two weeks, we are going to 
read a different book each day during story time. 
These will include a variety of fiction and non-
fiction texts, as well as some poetry and traditional 
tales.  

The children are blowing me away with their hard 
work in English and are really growing as writers, 
particularly in the way they are expanding their 
vocabulary and deepening their thinking. Please 
continue practising times tables at home, as this 
has such a huge impact on the children’s maths 
learning in school.  

We are also delighted to have won the Golden 
Dustpan Award for two weeks in a row for having 
the cleanest classroom!   



 

SKYLARKS? 

 

GOLDFINCHES? 

In Skylarks, we are continuing with our 'Misty 
Mountains, Winding River 'unit in geography, fo-
cusing on the features of mountains and various 
mountain ranges around the world. This week in 
writing, we are researching life in the stone age to 
support with our story writing unit. The children 
will be writing a historical fiction and will need 
some historically accurate details. In maths, we are 
finding efficient ways to multiply, before moving 
on to multiplying up to 3-digit numbers. Please 
support your child with learning their tables and 
related division facts at home, using traditional 
verbal and written methods. You can also use the 
White Rose 1 minute maths app 
and www.timestables.co.uk to help.  

Our science unit is states of matter, where the chil-
dren are learning how temperature can change 
the state of various materials through the process-
es of melting, evaporation, condensing and freez-
ing.  

Dear Parents, 
  
We have had a lovely start to the new year in 
Goldfinches. We have bikeability this week for 
some children and a few will be attending the rug-
by tournament in Holt on Thursday. In writing, we 
are creating our own myths based on ‘Kai and the 
Monkey King’ by Joe Todd Stanton. Year four chil-
dren have started Length and Perimeter while Year 
fives are on our second unit on fractions. We have 
finished our Geography unit on ‘Sow, Grow, Farm 
and will start our RE unit on Eid next week. 
 
Miss Crossley-Brown 

WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING IN... 
 

http://www.timestables.co.uk/


WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING IN... 
 

 

KESTRELS? 

Kestrels have continued 2026 with great enthusiasm 

and maturity. Our work on polar landscapes has devel-

oped further as we explored the lives of the Inuit peo-

ple, learning about their clothing, culture and tradi-

tions. We particularly enjoyed getting hands-on in Art, 

where the children carved Arctic animals from bars of 

soap, just as Inuit artists traditionally carve soapstone. 

In Maths, we have begun our introduction to algebra — 

a challenging new area, but one that the class is ap-

proaching with determination and curiosity. We are 

also continuing to enjoy our class novel, Cogheart by 

Peter Bunzl, an action-packed mystery set in a steam-

punk version of Victorian England. Next week, we look 

forward to the Tag Rugby competition in Holt and 

please also be aware that we will be beginning our 

block of Forest School lessons next Friday.  

Thank you so much for all of your support at this week’s cake sale! We 

raised just over £180! All of your donations, monetary and/or baked are 

so appreciated. The School Council will be asking their 

classes this week for a wish list and then in next week’s 

meeting, we will put an order together.  

Well done too to our brilliant School Council who did a 

great job of selling everything. We look forward to our 

next fundraising event (non-uniform day on Friday 13th 

February) where we hope to raise even more money for 

outdoor play equipment.   

CAKE SALE 




